i 
. 


ttre“Lootit€ 
wo ttcocre 


Welcome to the latest edition of 
Working Class Resistance. As you may 
have noticed we’ve changed the format, 
this issue hopefully marks the start ofa 
transformation for WCR from a two 
monthly news-sheet to a quarterly 
magazine. 

Since the last issue of WCR members 
of Organise! have continued to be active 
in a variety of campaigns, on February 
12th we joined hundreds of anti—water 
charges activists on the streets of Belfast 
and Derry. The protests against 
privatisation and the implementation of 
water charges took place as the rain 
lashed down. After the protests it is 
back to the task of building local 
opposition in working class communities 
and for mass non-payment of this 
double tax. 

In protest at the Irish states attack on 
asylum seekers and the wave of recent 
deportations we have also taken part in 
pickets of the Irish Tourist Board, Failte 
Ireland in Belfast, as part of an 
international campaign against these 
deportations. On the 2nd April we 
attended the Residents Against Racism 
protest in Dublin against the ongoing 
deportations (see page 7 for report on 
Irish state racism and resistance to it). 
In Erris, County Mayo we continue to 
work with others in opposition to the 
development of an on shore gas 
terminal. 

We remain committed to confronting 
capital and state, building working class 
solidarity and to the struggle for world— 
wide libertarian communism. If you 
think that working class people must 
work to save humanity and the planet 
from ongoing exploitation and 
destruction in the name of profit join us 
in this struggle. 
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The Attack on Working People 
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Cutbacks seem the order of 
the day as the New Labour 
government continues to wield the 
neo-liberal, anti-working class, 
axe across the north. From the 
BBC to education cuts, from 
attacks on pensions to water 
reform, the onslaught on our 
livelihoods and our standards of 
living continues apace. 


The peace dividend has been 
an illusion for our class, as over the 
last 15 years the rich have got richer 
and the poor poorer, with 1/3 of our 
children living in poverty and our wages 
22% lower than the rest of Britain and 
the Republic. The current state of the 
‘process’ surely demands that we 
make this ‘peace’ our own and in 
doing so take up the struggle in that 
other war being waged ruthlessly 
against us. 


We need to begin that fight— 
back now. While recognising that the 
working—class is in a pretty poor 


condition to resist at present we do not 
believe the situation is entirely hopeless. 
We do however need to get rid of a 
few of the albatrosses from around our 
necks. 


Sectarianism, faith in political 
parties and reliance on trade union 
bureaucrats all divide, weaken and sap 
the initiative that working class people 
are clearly capable _ of. 
Authoritarianism and nationalist 
sentiment stifles and divides us at every 
turn. Racism and sexism must also be 
defeated, working class women and 
men, of all colours, must unite in 
opposition to the bosses - the only 
people to profit from bigotry and 
division. We need to build resistance 
in our communities and workplaces, 
we need to reclaim both from apathy, 
from scabs and anti-social criminals, 
from parasitic landlords and bosses. 
We can and should police ourselves, 
we can and should make the decisions 
on the issues that effect us, we can and 
should run our communities and 
workplaces directly. 


Yes we need socialism, but not 
the lie of a socialism directed from 
above by a political party allegedly 
acting on our behalf. Socialism for us 
means workers control and direct 
democracy. We can’t take control of 
our lives and the means to live through 
parliament - there is no parliamentary 
road to socialism. 


Some have balked at our use 


“BUT CLASS WAR | 


of the language of class war in the past 
- no doubt they will continue to do so. 
Many will no doubt be appalled at the 
very use of the term ‘class war’. We 
make no apologies. The class war is 
the ongoing reality of our lives as 
working class women and men. The 
class war is a war being deliberately 
conducted by and on behalf of 
capitalism both locally and globally. 
What ever way you look at it there is 
no denying that we are on the receiving 
end of an increasingly confident and 
aggressive capitalism. This is class war 
- and its time to fight back. 


J Brannigan 


Election Time Is Here Again’ 
Build a Working Class Alternative 


For the next while we will be bombarded with 
the usual 4 yearly knock at the door from 
politicians looking for our votes - not to mention 
the pile of junk mail landing on our door steps. 
Whatever the party they'll all be preaching about 
the importance of voting in the forthcoming 
elections. 

So why is it that whatever Government is in 
power the majority of us never really feel any 
better off? The same ‘mantra’ and empty 
promises will be repeated in order to garner our 
support but the fact is, we cannot effect 
meaningful change by voting sectarian (or even 
‘non-sectarian’') politicians into Westminster or 
the Assembly — real change must come from 
below. 

The fight against sectarianism, against 
capitalism and against the state has to be fought 
in our streets, in our communities and in our 
workplaces. Politicians won't tackle sectarianism 
as to do so would be to undermine their respective 
power bases. Beyond this it is highly unlikely 
that any of our up and coming politicians are 
even going to consider confronting the assault 
which capitalism is carrying out against our 
class. 

Why should they worry when its estimated that 
MLAs will be on at least £41,321 a year for the 
privilege of being elected and doing sweet f.a.? 
And make no mistake - there is a world of 
difference between a local politico looking elected 
to an Assembly that’s not up and running and a 
local politico when handed some part of the 
reigns of government. At present some of our 
politicians are, given the luxury of being a 
powerless opposition, playing populist games and 
opposing water charges. In power it’s a 
completely different kettle of fish. 

Do they really believe our memories are so 
short? Back in 2002 our predecessors in the 
Anarcho-—Syndicalist Federation reported on the 
£270 million loan made available from the 
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Blair’s Reinvestment 
and Reform Initiative (RRI). This loan had been 
negotiated with the government at Westminster 
acknowledging over thirty years of under 
investment in infrastructure in the north. In 
order to repay this loan, as the ASF reported at 
the time; 

“Stormont are set to impose a rates hike and 
water charges in two years time.” 

With bureaucratic delays and pressure from 
anti-water charges campaigners the 
government may have had to set the 
implementation date for water charges back a 
bit, but the fact remains that such charges are 
on the way unless people take action against 
them. How can we trust or rely on the newly 
found opposition of some of our political parties 
to water charges? The simple answer is we can't 
only direct action, the building of an active mass 
campaign involving workplace and community 
opposition, and in the final analysis mass non— 
payment can stop this charge. 

Remember also that those claiming to oppose 
water charges would have been involved in their 
implementation had Stormont still been up and 
running, and they still would. As a result of the 
RRI a Review of Rating Policy was initiated by 
the Assembly Executive, headed by Minister 
Peter Robinson (DUP) and Minister Sean Farren 
(SDLP), which rushed through a consultation 
paper in May 2002 - agreed by all the Ministers 
in the Executive and the Committee for Finance 
& Personnel, chaired by Francie Molloy of Sinn 
Fein. 

This paper set out proposals to increase rates 
and introduce water charges. It is in this 
document that the lie that people in Northern 
Ireland do not pay for water seems to originate. 
The UUP, SDLP, DUP and Sinn Fein who 


agreed this consultation paper in the Assembly 
Executive, all agreed in principle to introduce 
water charges. 

The sham of electoralism is far removed from 
what anarchists mean by democracy. By 
democracy we mean people managing their own 
lives and working together collectively to run 
our communities and workplaces, for our benefit 
not the benefit of bosses or politicians. This is 
direct democracy, in which everyone who is 
effected by a decision has a role in reaching that 
decision. 

Whether the candidate is Unionist or 
Nationalist, Pro-Agreement or Anti-— 
Agreement, Women’s Coalition or Alliance, even 
if they claim to be Socialist, the same attacks 
will be carried out on our class. Low pay, poverty, 
increased job insecurity, mickey mouse work 
schemes, lack of decent housing, privatisation, 
profiteering in the NHS and our schools (where 
PFI's and PPP's are introduced and 
implemented with impunity), scapegoating of 
immigrants, cutbacks, redundancies, the 
massive growth in ‘flexible’ working practices 
(where expected to bend over backwards for the 
boss), attacks on claimants and the poor and the 
introduction of double water taxation. 

We won't be round looking for your vote. We 
will not be knocking at your door to spout empty 
promises in return for a seat round the table 
because we don't believe, even if we did get in, 
that scraps from the table are enough for the 
people who after—all have created the wealth of 
this society - the working class. That class, our 
class, must wage its own struggles and take 
control of our own destiny - no political party can 
do that. 

This begs the question — what are we going to do 
about it? Roll over or turn the other cheek? Put 
our faith in politicians or Trade Union 
bureaucrats? Or take matters into our own 
hands? 

Only by organising, collectively fighting back 
and by practising solidarity where we live and 
work can we really change things. The lesson is 
that the state never concedes anything without 
some form of struggle! 


Sean 


Symbols Explained: 
Red & Black Flags 
And Wild Cats 


As Anarchists we use various political symbols, the ones we at 
Organise! are fondest of are the red and black flag and the wild cat. 
But what are they about? What do they mean? How cana scrawny 
black cat have any political significance? 

The red and black flag is the primary symbol of the international 
libertatian labour movement. Its colours symbolise the basic 
principles and goals of anarcho—syndicalism (and have been 
adopted by the broader class struggle anarchist movement as their 
own) — red for material and social equality and the black of the 
anarchist flag for freedom and solidarity. To that extent the colours 
of the flag are a constant reminder both of the libertarian means 
by which anarcho-syndicalists (and anatchist-communists) fight 
and the goal of freedom from statism and wage-slavery that they 
fights for. ; 

Originally the red and black were placed vertically, one of top of 
each other. A later innovation placed the red and black diagonally 
along a line running from bottom left to top right, with a red 
triangle placed on top and a black one below. This crossing of the 
flag represents the internationalist aspect of the anarcho—syndicalist 
movement through the nullification, in a sense and with a purpose 
similar to that of the pure black of the anarchist flag, of all other 
flags. 

The direction of the diagonal line holds important symbolic 
value also, and tends to be strictly adhered to. If red symbolises the 
economic struggle that the anarcho—syndicalist union takes on on 
a day—to—day basis, the black symbolises the anarchist principles 
and goals which inspire the desire to fight the authoritarianism of 
the present, and to resist collaboration and integration into the 
system of class oppression. The direction of the diagonal line, 
with the anarchist black rising from underneath to its fullest area at 
the right, symbolises the growth of a revolutionary temper 
alongside the growth of the movement as a whole — a decline in 
activity based (for lack of a better word) only on an animalistic 
knowledge of one's own immediate needs and a growth in activity 
based on idealism, knowledge and education, and a desire to 
struggle for liberation from wage-slavery. In a nutshell, the direction 
of the line is a statement against reformism and the reduction of 
the union to an instrument of class collaboration and a mechanism 
controlling and taming the workers, as opposed to performing its 
proper role as one of liberation. 

Like the anarchist flag the red and black flag of anarcho— 
syndicalism is used by libertarian labour activists around the world 
in place of their national flags. The use of the flag is a statement 
against nationalism, the lie which enslaves and victimises the 
majority of a people to a minority of exploiters and oppressors 
from amongst their own ranks, which makes patriots out of those 
with no patrimony. By the same token, use of the red and black 
flag is a statement in favour of internationalism, and the unity and 
solidarity, undivided by made-up lines on maps, of all humankind. 

The black cat, often referred to as the Wildcat or Sabcat was 
designed by Ralph Chaplin, Charlie’s brother and a prominent 
figure in the IWW in the United States, and is used throughout 
the world as one of militant unionism (the picture of a wild cat 
suggests — unsurprisingly — a wildcat strike, or one undertaken 
by a local or locals against the wishes or commands of a union 
bureaucracy or boss). 

This information was slightly adapted from the Anarcho— 
Syndicalist faq, part of Anarcho—Syndicalism 101. Visit them at: 

http://www.anarchosyndicalism.net/as.php 
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EDUCAIION, 
EDUCMIION, 


EDUCATION? 


As Tony Blair dusts off the old 
mantra as part of his election campaign 
‘Education, Education, Education’ will 
no doubt be joined with other catchy 
butultimately meaningless soundbites. 
Tony is has unsurprisingly continued 
to look to the spin—doctors and 
speech writers for more catchy rhetoric 
with which to impress, for more shifty 
shibboleths with which to capture the 
popular imagination . 


Meanwhile, in the real world, 
Labour has overseen the continuing 
privatisation of education: yes to 
performance-telated pay, no to back— 
dating of wage differentials: yes to Big 
Mac jotters and crayons. 


As usual, those of us in the 
‘wee north’ of Ireland are the first to 
have our children led down the garden 
path (and out the school doors) by 
what amounts to the decimation of 
education as we know it. All five 
education and library boards in the 
province have been forced to pay for 
the gross mismanagement of education 
funding. Cuts of £30 million will hit vital 
areas such as special needs, road 
safety, transport, school meals, child 
psychology services and maintenance. 
From Education minister Barry 
Gardiner: 


"T accept that it is not popular 
to ask people to live within their 
budget." 


So, when EVERY member of 
the South Eastern Education and 
Library Board (SEELB), under and 
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over the age of 50, has been offered a 
voluntary redundancy package in order 
to recuperate £6 million in their area, 
it is fairly likely that standing in a dole 
queue for the rest of your life is not 
going to be ‘popular’ either. According 
to the ‘Sunday Life’ newspaper the 
other library boards will follow suit in 
the next few months. 


Mr Gardiner has also denied 
that he had ever threatened to send in 
aspecial ‘commissioner’ to make cuts 
if the board failed to agree a budget 
despite each board meeting being told 
this. The minister said he could review 
the situation if the boards agreed to 
work together in some areas. 


"I am willing to help if they do 
things differently," he said. Newspeak 
for ‘Gardiner’s way’. 


Brian Booth, branch secretary 
for the Northern Ireland Public 
Services Association (NIPSA) in the 
SEELB also slammed the plans, 
saying: 

"This is a disgraceful situation 
that Education Minister, Barry 
Gardiner, has created — education is 
now being dismantled before our eyes. 
What sort of success does the Minister 
think he is having, when every staff 
member receives a letter offering 
voluntary redundancy? I call on Mr 
Gardiner to resign now, and for money 
made available to these vital services 
to our community, because once a 
service to children is lost, it will never 
return." 


We at ‘Working Class 
Resistance’ hope that Mr. Booth will 
sanction more than words in the coming 
months and that the NIPSA one-day 
strike planned for May 5th 
(British election day) will turn out to 
be more than a token gesture of 
support. Meanwhile across the 
province, local councillors (MPs in 
waiting) have walked out of chambers 
in protest against the cuts SDLP 
councillor John Kerr, who resigned, 
said: 

"I think the message has gone 
out to Education Minister Barry 
Gardiner—because half the Board have 
resigned — that we will not take this 
lying down, and we will not be pushed 
around by a Direct Rule Minister.’ 


Not that the SDLP or any of 
the other local parties would do things 
any differently if Stormont was up and 
running. 

Quite simply, these cuts cannot 
be allowed to happen, and a one-day 
protest alone will serve nothing. What 
is needed is a grassroots campaign 
involving education workers and 
parents which will involve others across 
the community to save what is left of 
education services across Ireland and 
to be in place to prevent the slippery 
slope towards privatisation and two— 
tiered education. 


Al 


ASYLUM SEEKERS ON 


HUNGER STRIKE 


As opposition to Irish state racism 
and deportations grows 


Just weeks after direct action secured 
the return to Ireland of deported 
Leaving Cert student Kunle Eluhanla 
about 70 asylum seekers have gone 
on hunger strike. 

Protesting their ‘Fast Track’ treatment 
by the Garda National Immigration 
Bureau the hunger strikers, all living in 
a hostel on Lower Gardiner Street, 
Dublin, are facing deportation back to 
Nigeria - a country that, against all the 
known facts, the Irish state deems 
‘safe’. 

All the hunger strikers are Nigerian, 
most are men. There are 14 women 
in the group, 6 of whom are pregnant, 
the pregnant women are not currently 
on hunger strike. 

Many of the men facing deportation 
are the fathers of Irish citizen children 
who came to be reunited with their 
wives and children. Minister of Justice 
Michael McDowell’s offer of 
residency fornon—EU parents of Irish 
citizen children does not apply to them, 
it only applies to parents of Irish citizen 
children currently residing in Ireland. 

The Irish state is actively keeping 
children from being reunited with their 
fathers. 

This marks an escalation in a struggle 
for humanity and against Irish state 
racism. Kunle Eluhanla was among 35 

Nigerians deported to Lagos on a 

specially chartered flight following the 

rejection of their asylum applications. 

Despite the Minister refusing to review 

the deportation of Kunle he was forced 

to change his mind. Several hundred 


people, including many Kunle’s 
fellow students from Palmerstown 
Community College, mounted 
protests outside the Dail while 
solidarity action took place from 
Belfast to Amsterdam. 

As Gregor Kerr, of the Irish National 
Teachers Organisation and anarchist 
Workers Solidarity Movement said 
at the 2nd April celebration of 
Kunle’s return to Ireland and protest 
at ongoing deportations: 


“Michael McDowell was not for 
turning, this Minister was still saying 
that Kunle would not be brought 
back& He didn’t change his mind 
because he had a sudden change of 
heart and he thought ‘ah that poor 
guy deserves to come back’. He 
changed his mind because people 
power, solidarity, people standing 
together, had forced him to change 
his mind. And that shows us the way 
forward in terms of looking to 
support other people and looking to 
build campaigns to prevent future 
deportations. That level of solidarity 
is amessage we must all take heart 
from”. 


The Irish government is snatching 
children out of schools, keeping 
families apart and splitting them up. 
As people marched in Athlone on 
Saturday 16th April to demand that 
two mothers, Elizabeth Odunsi and 
Tyabo Nwanze are reunited with their 
children and friends in Athlone 


Kunle being welcomed home 


reports came in that another Nigerian 
family living in the town are facing 
deportation. The family includes 15 
and 17 year old sisters, both studying 
at the local school, the 15 year old is 
preparing for her Leaving Cert. They 
all face deportation to Lagos within 
weeks. Residents Against Racism, the 
protest organisers, condemned this 
latest move by the state. 

If anything can be effective against the 
racist polices of the Irish government 
and its mass deportations direct action 
and solidarity can, as Kunle’s case 
proves. 

As we stated at the time of the Belfast 
anti-racist rally, organised in opposition 
to rising racist attacks in the city, on 
January 27th 2004: 


“We demand a world free for travel 
for humanity, not the exploitation of 
global capitalism, a world free from 
borders and controls on our 
movements. We seek to abolish 
governments, which create and 
maintain division on behalf of a few 
wealthy and powerful people, in favour 
of autonomous, self—governing, 
communities...” 


As Gregor Kerr said: 


“No more deportations! We stand for 
humanity, we stand for solidarity and 
we stand for human rights”. 


J. Brannigan 


MAW DAY: 
International 
Workers Day 


Every year May Ist is 
celebrated as a day of workers 
resistance and solidarity. But the 
reasons behind this tradition, its 
origins and its true history are 
forgotten, hidden in obscurity. 


The history begins in the 
USA in 1884 at convention of the 
Federation of Organised Trades 
and Labour Unions, the 


predecessor to the American 
Federation of Labour (congress of 
reformist US business unions). 
This convention marked the 
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beginning of the movement to win 
the 8—-hour day (at that time days 
of 10, 12 or even 16 hours were 
standard for American workers). 
The plan was to spend two years 
persuading employers to adopt 
the 8—hour day as standard. The 
campaign was to climax on May 
1st 1886, at which time all 
workers not yet on an 8—-hour day 
would stage a nation—wide strike 
until the demand was met. 


Many employers did not 
meet the deadline, 
and accordingly on 
May Ist’ great 
demonstrations took 
place all across the 
US. The largest was 
in Chicago, an 
estimated 80,000 
people marching 
down Michigan 
Avenue. The 
business leaders saw 
it as a prelude to 
‘revolution’ and 


crackdown. So when 
a strike broke out at 
Chicago's 
McCormick Reaper 
plant it was brutally 
repressed by police, 
who fired on strikers 
and their supporters, 
killing and injuring 
several workers, on 
May 3rd 1886. 


A mass protest was 
organised for the following day at 
the city’s Haymarket Square. 
Some 20,000 people attended the 
rally. As the last speaker was 
finishing it began to rain and a 
force of 200 police arrived to 
disperse the crowd. Up until then 
the meeting had been peaceful, a 
fact later testified to by the mayor 
of Chicago in court. But as the 
police moved in someone threw a 
bomb at the police, killing one. 
They opened fire, killing at least 
four workers and wounding many 
more. Several more police were 
killed, whether by workers or 
‘friendly fire’ is unknown. 


In the aftermath, unions 
and the homes of labour organisers 
and anarchists were raided all 
across the country. The 8—hour 
movement was derailed, not being 
enshrined in law until 1935. Eight 
anarchists were arrested and put 
on trial. They were not accused of 
the bomb throwing itself but that 
by their words and publications 
they had incited the attack. 


Michael Schwab, Oscar 
Neebe, Adolph Fischer, August 
Spies, Louis Lingg, George Engel 
and Samuel Fielden were arrested. 
Albert Parsons evaded arrest, but 
in a show of amazing solidarity 
presented himself at the 
courthouse to be tried with his 
comrades. The trial was a fraud, 


the jury packed with people hostile 
to the cause of Labour. Parsons, 
Spies, Fischer, Engel and Lingg 
were sentenced to hang. Lingg 
escaped the noose by committing 
suicide in his cell. Schwab, Neebe 
and Fielden were jailed until June 
26th 1894, when Governor John P. 
Altgeld ruled the trial a 
miscarriage of justice and 
pardoned all eight defendants. 
Scant comfort to the four hanged 
on November 11th 1887 despite 
world wide outcry. 


A monument to the 
Martyrs stands in Forest Home 
Cemetery, Chicago. In 1998, it 
became a national historical site, 
the dedication of which was 
another attempt to obscure the 
history of the Martyrs. A 
representative of the US 
Government and a priest issued 
pronouncements over the grave of 
atheists who were hanged by the 
state they had resisted. The irony 
was not lost on the anarchists who 
turned up to show their disgust, 
only to be reproached and 
threatened for doing so. 


2005 - THE STRUGGLE 
CONTINUES 


If we look around today, we 
see many of the gains that people 
like the Chicago Martyrs fought 
for being swept away, whether it’s 
the attack on the eight hour day 
itself, water charges and reform, 
privatisation of our public services, 
the assault on the ‘welfare state’ 
or the huge rise in casualisation 
and use of ‘temp’ / agency 
workers. 


If we are to reclaim the 
true history and meaning of May 
Day, it is most fitting that we do so 
by renewing the struggles begun 


by the comrades’ we 
commemorate and celebrate 
today. By fighting the water tax, 
PPP/PFI, resisting casualisation 
and its sometimes fatal effects, 
resisting attacks on people on 
benefits, in the ongoing battle 
against global capitalism, we will 
fulfil the prophecy of August 
Spies, whose words are inscribed 
on the bottom of the Martyrs 
monument: 


“The time will come 
when our silence 
will be more 
powerful than the 
voices you strangle 
today” 


Garth 


The Turkish Workers Action Group are 
continuing their struggle against the 
construction multi-national GAMA. 
Workers have taken strike action, staged 
demonstrations and received widespread 
solidarity in their struggle against highly 
organised fraud and brutal exploitation 
at the hands of the multi—national 
construction company. 

GAMA workers who have been 
subjected to a regime of massive 
exploitation since the firm came to 
Ireland in 2000 are demanding access 
to accounts that had been secretly set 
up in their names by GAMA at the 
Finasbank, Holland. It is now believed 
that over E30 million that should have 
been paid to current and past workers 
was lodged in these accounts by the 
company without the knowledge of 
GAMA workers. 

Workers are obliged to work over 80 


Migrant Workers 


hours a week on “a basic wage rate of 
E2.20 an hour plus food and lodging 
in barrack accommodation” state the 
TWAG. While publicly claiming to pay 
their operatives E12.96 an hour 
intimidation kept the lid on the real 
conditions for Turkish migrant 
workers for some time. The threat of 
withdrawal of work permits, and fears 
of workers for the physical safety of 
their families back in Turkey were 
used against workers until the full 
extent of GAMA’s wages theft and 
exploitation was made obvious to them 
with the discovery of the secret bank 
accounts holding money that should 
have been paid to the workers. 
GAMA have taken out an injunction 
against the publication of the Labour 
Inspectorate’s Report into them, no 
doubt to give them time to concoct 
more lies to cover their arses. 
GAMA came to Ireland as a direct 
result of Irish government policy, they 
claimed Turkish workers were resident 
in Turkey and avoided paying income 
tax for them, the work permit scheme 
allowed them to hold the workforce 


Fighting Back 


to ransom for years, and super— 
exploitation of workers allowed them to 
undercut the competition seeing the 
company rewarded with the allocation 
of state sponsored projects. 

What we see here is not an aberration, it 
represents the logical outcome of a 
system that puts the drive for profit 
above all else. 

Credit must go to Joe Higgins and Mick 
Murphy, Socialist Party TD and 
Councillor respectively, for the support 
and encouragement they have given 
these workers. We do not agree with 
Joe and Mick that there can be a 
parliamentary road to socialism, nor will 
they win this dispute on behalf of the 
workers. It is the strength and resolve 
of the workers themselves, together 
with the mobilisation of working class 
solidarity that will win this dispute. 
Victory to the Turkish Workers Action 
Group! 


Contact TWAG: 

C/O Joe Higgns, 

Tel: +353 (01) 618 3038 

Mick Murphy, Tel: +353 086 9683814 


IWA-AIT XXII CONGRESS 


The International Workers Association (IWA), the global anarcho— 
syndicalist organisation, held their twenty second congress in 
Granada, Spain in December. Richard, the International Secretary 


for SolFed (the British section of the [WA) said: “It was well organised and generally a good 
congress. Some important issues were faced. There was a real awareness of what the other 
sections are doing.” 

One of the smaller sections of the IWA SolFed have nevertheless agreed to host the next IWA-— 
AIT meeting in 2006. Richard explained: “It will be good for Britain to have the congress. All of 
us who went came away feeling positive.” 

On the down side, the US contingent was absent, following internal problems with two distinct 
groups there, although both sent greetings. Questions were raised about the status of the 
German affiliate the FAU. Richard commented: “The FAU is perceived by some sections as 
proceeding through its own path and not in concert with the IWA, in particular for associating 
with CNT-—Vignoles, a reformist group in France, who split with the IWA group there”. 
However, he had many more optimistic comments about the progress that had been made: 
“Despite the fact that the IWA doesn’t have a US group, many more links have been made over 
the last decade. This time there was the acceptance of a new Serbian ASI group; Israel’s ASI 
have also been accepted as friends. This adds to another 3 new groups added at the last 
congress, and a further 7 groups at the previous one”. 

“In Latin America, the IWA is being consolidated with existing sections and is going from 
strength to strength. It’s in a stronger position than it has been for many years.” It was decided 
to produce an international magazine and supporting web—zine. IWA are co-ordinating a 
series of actions against temp agencies and work casualisation from April 14 to May Ist (see 
www.iwa-ait.org for details). Greetings also came from other groups in Germany, Holland, Pakistan and Chile. In attendance were 
SolFed (Britain), CNT (France), AIT—Portugal, CNT (Spain), NSF (Norway), FAU (Germany), Direct (Switzerland), USI (Italy), Priama 
Akcia (Slovakia), FAG (Chech Rep.), KRAS (Russia), FOR A (Argentina), COB (Brazil) and Amigos de la AIT (Colombia), along with 
observers from Serbia, Greece, Croatia and Slovenia. 


Ni Paz entre Ci 


Adapted from Direct Action 34 Spring 2005 
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Sympathy for the Devil - 
The Death of a Pope 


Its hard for even the staunchest atheist 
among us not to admit to feeling some 
sympathy for the public spectacle that 
was Karol Wojtila’s draw out death. 
His death was indeed an “unspeakable 
cruelty of an agony indecently 
exhibited on the world by the 
ecclesiastical hierarchy”. 


Despite this we remain silent in the 
face of a manipulated and dishonest 
celebration of the life of the deceased 
Pope who went by the name of John 
Paul II. 


Newspaper reporters, television 
media commentators, heads of state, 
southern and northern politicians, 
loyalist and nationalist, acknowledged 
the death of a ‘man of peace’, of a 
“great spiritual leader’. Even Paisley, 
the man who attacked the Pope as the 
anti-christ acknowledged the loss of 
the Catholic communities spiritual 
leader; “We can understand how 
Roman Catholics feel at the death of 
the Pope and we would want in no 
way to interfere with their expression 
of sorrow and grief at this time”. 


For us at WCR, as for those who have 
suffered as a result of the Catholic 
hierarchy and Pope John Paul’s edicts 
from God, there is little to celebrate in 
the life of a man who headed up one 
of the most powerful and despotic of 
organised world religions. 


For 27 years Karol Wojtila has made 
aname for his reactionary choices. He 
has been responsible for the spread 
of AIDS and the deaths of millions 
across Africa — the use of condoms 


could have saved millions of people, 
children, women and men from the 
ravages of illness and death. 


In Ireland and across the globe he 
bears responsibility for the still largely 
untold suffering and abuse suffered 
by children at the hands of 
paedophile priests. A suffering 
silenced and deepened as the 
Catholic church conspired to shield 
and protect abusers, paying untold 
millions on hiding paedophiles and 
attempts to silence the abused. 


Karol Wojtila gave succour to 
dictatorships, including the torturer 
and Chilean Assassin Augusto 
Pinochet, who tortured, disappeared 
and killed thousands of political 
opponents. And from the Pope; “Not 
a word for the victims but only the 
benediction for the executioner and 
his family”. 


While many sing his praises for his 
pacifism in Ireland and Iraq, they 
forget his justification for war across 
the former Yugoslavia. This Pope 
made a saint of Stepinac, the cardinal 
who with the Croatian fascists that 
lined up with Hitler, said they were 
"sent by God" and blessed the 
innumerable atrocities perpetrated 
by the Croatian Ustase regime with 
the complicity of the occupying 
Italian troops. 


Karol Wojtila has protected and 
supported the cardinal Pio Laghi, 
already a papal apostolic in 
Argentina at the time of the 
dictatorship that massacred 30,000 
people. Laghi blessed and shielded 


the torturers and the assassins. 


Karol Wojtila was the head of what is 
in reality a wealthy multinational 
company with franchises across the 
planet bringing in a huge income while 
the majority of the population survives 
on less then two dollars a day. 


Karol Wojtila, the "champion of life" 
held an ambiguous attitude towards 
capital punishment, was standard— 
bearer for a culture of oppression. He 
opposed women’s right to chose, 
attacked feminism and contributed to 
homophobia. He headed an 
organisation that continued, under his 
rule, to transform “desire and love into 
guilt, that defends those who haven't 
been born and persecutes those that 
live”. 

Karol Wojtila sanctified the Spanish 
priests that lined up in arms with the 
catholic—fascist troops of Franco. 


The death of a despot should not be 
mourned. Butneither can we celebrate 
the painful and humiliating death ofan 
oldman. We will save our celebrations 
until there are no more Popes, and the 
power of all organised religions are 
broken by a truly free humanity. 


Anti—Clericalist 
Quotes from the correspondence 
commission of the Italian Anarchist 


Federation — FAI 
www.federazioneanarchica.org 
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Belfast Anarchist Collective 


Just Books was an Anarchist 'bookshop' that was 
opened by the Belfast Anarchist Collective back in June 
1978. Just Books was more than just a bookshop however, 
the premises included a cafe and print workshop and 
provided a focal point for the collectives many activities 
until it closed shop sixteen years later in June 1994. 


Set up without any form of state subsidy or grant 
money was raised through running benefits and from interest 
free loans and donations from supporters. The bookshop, 
which became a feminist collective from the mid—eighties 
until it became a mixed gender collective again in the early 
nineties, was always run on a self managed basis with 
collective decision making at its core. 


The bookshop was located in Winetavern Street in 
the Smithfield area; 


“The location of the bookshop in the old Smithfield 
Market area of Belfast, at the bottom of the Shankill Road 


\\ JUST BOOKS 


Looking for a new home 


and the Falls Road, was important to the anarchists who 
set up Just Books in that they wished the building to be 
accessible to people from all communities”'. 


Resource 


When the building first opened to become a centre 
for Anarchist ideas and activity - in its time building had 
included a short-lived library, the Print Workshop, a meeting 
and exhibition space, the Hideout Café, Belfast Independent 
Video, Belfast Unemployed Group and Women's News 
office. 


The BAC also printed a monthly paper, Outta 
Control, later joined by Gaining Ground an Anarcha— 
Feminist publication independently produced by women 
and distributed with Outta Control. Ainriail was also 
produced and copies of Organise! and Workers Solidarity, 
among numerous other publications, rolled off the Print 
Workshops presses in the early eighties. A Prisoners Book 
Scheme ran from the earliest days of Just Books right up 


until it closed. Books were available to prisoners at one 
third off and books banned by the prison authorities were 
cannily recovered to ensure they got past the screws. 


Celebrating 16 Years 


A victim of the general decline of the Smithfield area 
following the 1986 development of Castlecourt, a more 
general squeeze on radical booksellers brought about by 
recession, increased book prices and growing competition 
from bigger outlets Just Books closed its doors proclaiming 
that “16 years of providing an invaluable service to the 
community and being a focus for social change and 
revolutionary ideas is something to celebrate.” 


The Just Books collective disappeared for a while 
after that but we hadn’t really gone away you know. In 
recent years we have provided book stalls at the Belfast 
May Day celebrations at St. George's Market, at numerous 
Grassroots Gatherings and at other events. Our third 
catalogue is currently being compiled. 


Towards a New Premises 


Just Books are working towards opening a new centre 
in Belfast. We are aiming to have things up and running in 
time to mark the 70th anniversary of the beginning of the 
Spanish Revolution —July 2006. To do this we need some 
active solidarity. 


Again we want to make Just Books more than just a 
bookshop. We envisage a solidarity centre in Belfast that 
incorporates accessible resources and information for 
workers in struggle —in a premises providing a multi—tingual 
resource library, a bookshop, meeting space, internet 
access and a coffee shop. Ideally we would also like to 
include a print workshop and a projector for showing films. 
These are possibilities — we are asking for your support in 
order to achieve them. 


References 


1) Elaine, Just Books 10th Birthday. Women’s News. 
Sometime in 1988. 


2) Just Books Spokesperson, Market to close if shoppers 
dont return. Bookshop goes under as Smithfield crisis 
deepens. Anderstonstown News, 04/06/94. 


J. Brannigan 


JUST BOOKS NEEDS SOME ACTIVE SOLIDARITY 


At the minute this is how you can help: 


Donate books to our multi—lingual resource library 
(hundreds of titles have already been collected). 


Buy a tee-shirt, printed by Organise! to raise funds for 
Just Books. The design is a wild cat (you all know the 
one) with Solidarity is Strength in text. Red ink on black 
shirt or black ink on red. These are available for £8.00 or 
12.00 Euro, plus a couple of quid postage from the Just 
Books email address. 


Buy acopy of ‘A Wee Black Booke of Belfast Anarchism’, 
by Mairtin O'Cathain, for £2.50 or 3.75 Euro and printed 
by Organise!. Again all the money raised from sales of 
this pamphlet will go to Just Books. 


Come to one our fund raising events& details to follow 
as they are confirmed. 


Put) on. a. fundfaising event for us: 
If you are in Ireland request Just Books collective stalls 
at your events. 


Send us a donation. 


We need to raise several thousand pounds, the more we raise 
the more ambitious this project can become. 


In Solidarity; 
the Just Books Collective 
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f ORGANISE! - 
WHO WEARE 


a Satlamait of Clim and Peimcypler 
Who We Are 


Organise! is a working class organisation. We seek to secure 
for all workers a full and equal share of the wealth and 
social benefits created by the combined labour of our class. 
We aim for the abolition of all hierarchy, and work for the 
creation of a world—wide classless society: libertarian 
communism. 


Against Capitalism, Exploitation and Oppression 


We are fighting to abolish the state, capitalism and wage 
slavery and to replace them with workers’ control of our 
industries and communities, ensuring production and 
distribution for need not profit. To achieve our goal we must 
relinquish power over each other on a personal as well as a 
political level. 


We are opposed to capitalism; a system based on the 
exploitation of the working class by the ruling class. By 
working class we mean the vast majority of humanity who 
are forced to sell their labour or survive on the pittance 
offered them by the welfare state. 


Organise! is opposed to patriarchal and gender oppression, 
recognising that hierarchical notions of male domination in 
the family and beyond have imposed the oppression of 
females as well as males. This domination has been 
reinforced by organised religion hand in hand with bourgeois 
democracy and capitalism. Capitalism uses the “traditional” 
oppression of women to divide the working class. 


We believe that fighting racism must be part and parcel of 
the class struggle. Libertarian-Communism cannot be 
achieved while racism still exists. In order to be effective in 
their struggle against their oppression both within society 
and within the working class people of various ethnic 
backgrounds may at times need to organise independently. 
However, this should be as working class people, cross— 
class movements attempt to hide real differences and achieve 
little for the working class. 


Inequality and exploitation are also expressed in terms of 
sexuality, health, ability and age, among others, and sections 
of the working class can engage in the oppression of others 
along these lines. This divides us, undermining class unity in 
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struggle, to the benefit of the bosses. Oppressed groups 
are strengthened by autonomous action that challenges 
social and economic power relationships. 


The Trades Unions and Workplace and Community 
Resistance 


Organise! believes that trade unions cannot be used as 
vehicles of revolutionary change. After year upon year of 
attacks on our class both the Irish and British based trade 
unions continue to offer no strategies for effective 
resistance. Based on ‘social partnership’ and top down 
hierarchical control of their membership trade unions have 
clearly become more and more divorced from the immense 
potential strength of workers at the point of production. 
The point of production, the workplace, is where we are 
exploited as labourers - it is also where we can, collectively 
as workers, strike back against the employers. 


We reject social partnership between union leaders, bosses 
and government. In these ‘partnerships’ it is always the 
working classes that suffer. While rejecting the trade unions 
as beyond reform we will continue to be active in them at 
a ‘shop-floor’ level to fight for working class interests at 
work. We will however be promoting workplace resistance 
not standing in union elections on so-called ‘radical’ 
platforms. As such we promote the formation of workplace 
and community based resistance groups that will act as 
hotbeds of militancy, promoting resistance and direct action, 
while building and strengthening links between the 
workplace and community based struggles. We believe 
such groups should, as they develop, federate both at local/ 
regional level and throughout industry. Such groups must 
promote methods of working class activity, which enable 
us to use all the means at our disposal in the struggle against 
the bosses. 


Nationalism 


We are opposed to the ideology of nationalism and national 
liberation movements which claim that there is some 
common interest between native bosses and the working 
class in face of foreign domination. 


We are opposed to all forms of nationalism, be that the 
British nationalism of Loyalism and Unionism, Irish 
nationalism or the Ulster nationalist current evident within 
Loyalism. All have as central to their ideology the nationalist 
myth that people in an arbitrarily drawn up nation (be it 
based on an island, region, language, ‘culture’, or religion, 
or any combination of these or other elements), have 
common interests which can be represented by the nation 
state. The nation state is in effect the government over 
the majority, the working class, by the wealthy few. The 


working class and those who hold power, the bosses and 
their lackeys, have no common interests. 


We do support working class struggles against racism, 
genocide, ethnocide and political and economic colonialism. 
We oppose the creation of any new ruling class. We reject 
all forms of nationalism, as they only serve to redefine 
divisions in the international working class. The working 
class has no country and national boundaries must be 
eliminated. 


Capitalism and the Environment 


Organise! recognises the appalling effects of capitalism on 
the natural environment, and believes this is the natural result 
of a system which treats both workers, and the planet, as 
something to be exploited and disposed of at will. We believe 
that access to a sustainable lifestyle is not a luxury for the 
wealthy, but something urgent and important that must be 
extended to the mass of the working people. Sustainable 
communities cannot arise as a result of reforming capitalism, 
nor can they be imposed by the state. With this in mind, we 
demand rational and sustainable practices. 


The State 


Organise! rejects the notions of various ‘left-wing’ parties, 
the would—be ‘vanguards’ of the working class, that the 
state can be ‘conquered’ and used against the bosses. 
Government, no matter on whose behalf, has always rested 
on domination and exploitation, is an inherently repressive 
institution and as such beyond reform. The basic function 
of the state - that is the courts and prisons, the army and 
police, civil service and other state institutions - is to defend 
the interests of the bosses. Government is a top-down 
institution which puts power into the hands ofa few. 


All efforts at creating a ‘worker’s state’ have only led to 
further oppression of the workers as those in power 
consolidated and strengthened their positions 
Government, no matter in whose name, no matter what 
jurisdictional boundaries it acts within, for instance UK, 
Republic of Ireland or Northern Ireland, offers no alternative 
for our class. 


We believe that the criminal justice system is a product of 
capitalist society and is an instrumental weapon in the 
subjugation of the working class. We recognise that this 
system is only interested in the defence of the state, private 
property and the interests of the bosses. We must organise 
to defend ourselves against it (and all kinds of anti-social 
behaviour, domestic and sexual violence etc) supporting its 
victims until such a time that it is no longer a threat to our 
class. 


Direct Action and Revolution 


We advocate the use of direct action both in and out of the 
workplace. Direct Action empowers and develops the 
confidence we need in our continuing struggle against the 
bosses. It is exactly what it says, any form of action taken 
directly to effect an outcome — carried out directly by those 
involved without recourse to professional intermediaries, 
politicians or managers of conflict. Direct Action demands 
decentralised control and should be participated in on an 
equal and direct democratic basis. 


Genuine liberation can only come about through the 
revolutionary self—activity of the working class on a mass 
scale. A libertarian communist society means not only co— 
operation between equals, but active involvement in the 
shaping and creating of that society before, during and after 
the revolution. In times of upheaval and struggle, people 
will need to create their own revolutionary organisations 
controlled by everyone in them. These organisations must 
be outside the control of political parties, and within them 
we will learn many important lessons of self—activity. 


Libertarian Communism 


Organise! believes that the emancipation of the working 
class is the task of the working class themselves. As 
anarchists we organise in all areas of life to try to advance 
the revolutionary process. We believe strong organisations 
are necessary to help us to this end. Unlike other so—called 
socialists or communists we do not want power or control 
for our organisation. 


We recognise that the revolution can only be carried out 
directly by the working class. Libertarian Communism is 
the only road to real liberty and equality; setting mutual aid, 
direct democracy, workers control, federalism and solidarity 
against all forms of oppression, totalitarianism and 
centralising tendency. 


The class struggle is being waged more and more 
aggressively by the bosses while the official labour 
movement sells us short, or sells us out, at every turn. We 
participate in the class struggle as libertarian communists 
and organise on a decentralised federative basis. We reject 
sectarianism and work towards a united libertarian and 
working class revolutionary movement. 


PAMPHLETS FROM ORGANISE! 


‘Crossing the Border’ (£1.95/E2.95) was 
ublished in November 2004 as, 'a response to the 
Workers Solidarity Movement position paper on 
artition’. 


The WSM are an Irish anarchist 
organisation who place themselves ina 'Platformist’ 
tradition who updated their position paper ‘The 
Partition of Ireland’ in July 2004. In the pamphlet 
we reflect ‘the broad range of concerns of members 

of Organise! with the WSM position paper’. 


‘A Wee Black Booke of Belfast Anarchism (1867 - 1973)’ 
(£2.50/E3.75), Mairtin O Cathdin. Money raised from the sale of 
this pamphlet will go to the Just Books collective (see page 12). 

In the words of the author: "Few writers and historians have given 
acknowledgement of the existence of anarchists and anarchist move- 
ments in Belfast though perfunctory references to small anarchist 
groups and publications such as the Belfast Anarchist Collective and 
Black Star have sometimes escaped into mainstream publications over 
the years. This short introduction does not claim a popular but sup- 
pressed mass appeal nor even a historical continuum for anarchism 
here... nevertheless [anarchism] has attracted a number of extraordi- 
nary people over the years from the late nineteenth to the late twen- 
tieth century, and the message, method and spirit of anarchism has 
rang out in the streets and halls of Belfast at times of great social 
radicalism and in periods of inveterate reaction. 

This booklet concentrates on the lives of five individuals, only two of 
whom have achieved any measure of ‘fame’ on the island of Ireland: 
Captain Jack White and John McGuffin. 

These pamphlets are available from the Belfast Local of Organise! 
For Trade Orders in Britain contact: 

AK DISTRIBUTION, PO BOX 12766, EDINBURGH, SCOT- 
LAND. EH8 9YE 

For trade enquiries in Ireland contact the Belfast Local of Organise! at 
the address opposite. 


SOLIDARITY 1S STRENGTH 


Support Just Books, support the project to re-open 
Belfast’s radical bookshop and resource centre. 
Organise! have produced these t-shirts as a fundraiser 
for the Just Books collective (see page 12). 

T-shirts are available in black 
nk on a red shirt or red ink on 
black as pictured, and are 
available in medium, large and 
extra large. 

Shirts cost £8.00 or E12.00. 
Please add 10% for postage and 
packaging, minimum £1.00/ 
—1.50 for Republic of Ireland, 
K and EU. US and elswhere 
0% postage minimum £2.00/ 
3.00. 

Payment can be made by 
heque/postal order/IMO made 
out to ‘Organise!’ in sterling. 
Overseas customers are advised 
Oo pay by overseas transfer (our 
bank details are - account no. 
2475186, sort code 98 01 55. 
Our bank is the Ulster Bank), or 
by Bankers Draft or travellers 
heques (both in Sterling only 


please). 


Organise! 


http://www.organiseireland.org 
Email: organiseireland@yahoo.ie 


Secretary & Armagh/Down Local: 
P.O. Box 547, Craigavon, BT63 5WZ. 
organise_armaghdown@yahoo.ie 
Phone: 07732954843 


International Secretary & Belfast Local: 
P.O. Box 505, Belfast, BT12 6BQ. 


For contacts in Galway, Derry, Dublin, Kildare and other areas 
contact the Secretary at the Armagh/Down Local address. 


Workers Solidarity Movement 

Publish Workers Solidarity and “Red and Black Revolution” 
magazine. A platformist Anarchist organisation active in a 
wide range of campaigns. 

P.O. Box 1528, Dublin 8, Republic of Ireland. 
http://www.struggle.ws/wsm.html 
wsm_ireland@yahoo.com cork_wsm@yahoo.com 


Cork Anarchist Group 


Publish “The Cork Anarchist Conspiracy” 
corkanarchists@yahoo.com 


Anarchist Prisoner Support 

Supporting class struggle and Anarchist prisoners & highlight- 
ing the importance of such support - they're in there for us, 
we're out here for them. 

http://www.anarchistps.org 

aps@anarchistps.org 


Grassroots Gathering 


Non-hierarchical Direct Action Network 

Campaigns such as Grassroots Against War have developed 
out of these gatherings. 
http://grassrootsgathering.freeservers.com 


Indymedia Ireland 


Independent news and media website where everyone has a 
voice. The place to find news about campaigns and activism 
across Ireland. 

http://www.indymedia.ie 

imc—ireland@lists.indymedia.org 


Just Books Collective 


Anarchist books & more. @ distribution collective with a 
history stretching back to 1979. Drop them a line for a 
catalogue or to request a stall at your event. 

P.O. Box 505, Belfast, BT12 6BQ, N. Ireland. 


Magpie Collective 

Direct Action/Squatting Collective 

Dublin squatting & direct action based collective. 
iwannaspace@wildmail.com 


Communities Against The Water Tax 


Building towards a mass campaign of non-payment in our 
communities to stop the governments proposed water tax in 
its tracks - Direct Action gets satisfaction. 

CAWT 

185 Cliftonpark Avenue, Belfast, BT14 6DT 

Website: www.cawt.co.uk 


Residents Against Racism 


Residents Against Racism support and defend victims of 
racist harassment from the state. Fighting against all forms of 
racism, and welcoming asylum-seekers and refugees to 
Ireland. 

If you are facing state racism in any form contact us on our 
24-hour helplines: 086 6662060 — 087 7974622 

Residents Against Racism, c/o 12a. Brunswick Place, Dublin 2. 
noracism@dublin.ie 

residents_against_racism@ireland.com 


